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Dear Ross 

Re: Proposed additional use of the Lower Vestry, St. Thomas’ Church, Douglas as temporary 

accommodation for The Churches Bookshop. Bookshelf Fixings. 

Further to my conversation with Jason at the Planning Department earlier today and his advice that I 

email a copy of the additional work required, I write with an outline proposal surrounding the need to 

affix bookshelves to the walls of the Lower Vestry at St. Thomas’ Church. 

As stated previously the Churches Bookshop (Charity Number 1162) will have to vacate their current 

premises at the rear of the Promenade Methodist Church, Douglas early in 2021. The lower vestry at 

St. Thomas’ Church has been identified as a suitable space for their needs. The use of the room will be 

temporary until such time as the bookshop can be accommodated within the main church building. 

This will form part of a major plan to refurbish and upgrade the main body of St. Thomas’ Church 

which we realize will require full planning approval. 

As the bookshop was beginning to remove stock from their shelving units (Photo1) they noted that the 

units were attached to each other (Photo 2) and to the walls with hidden screws (Photo3). The screws 

attach to battens which appear to have been fastened to the skirting, dado and picture rails. (Photos 4 & 

5). On the grounds of Health and Safety and ensuring that the shelf units cannot topple over it will be 

necessary for the shelves to be similarly attached to the walls at St. Thomas. Photos 6 &7 show the 

skirting and dado in the Lower Vestry which could be used to attach battens similar to those at the 

existing shop. However, it may be necessary to attach battens at a higher level in order to achieve 

maximum stability of the units.  The screws and battens are not bearing any major weight or load but 

are there to prevent the units from tipping forward. 

The book shop management has stated that they will have any necessary work undertaken by a 

professional contractor and that when their use of the room is no longer required, they will return the 

room to its original condition i.e. remove the units and any fixings and make good any damage. 



Should you require any further information please do not hesitate to contact us at the address or 

telephone numbers above or via email mfaragher@manx.net or Mobile Tel 07533 982982. 

Yours sincerely, 

Mike 

D M Faragher 
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